
Reverse Engineering Process 
 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

Disassemble 

How does it work? 

How is it made? 

How many parts? 

How many moving 

parts? 

Any surprises? 

 

Prediction 

 

What is the purpose 

of the product? 

How does it work? 

Who was it made 

for? 

What were some of 

the objectives when 

making it? 

What were some of 

the limits that they 

had to work with? 

 

Observation 

How do you think it 

works? 

How does it meet 

design objectives 

(overall)? 

Why is it designed 

the way it is? 

 

Analyze 

Carefully examine 

and analyze each 

part and develop 

sketches that 

include 

measurements, 

components, 

safety, etc. 

 

 

Test 

Carefully 

reassemble the 

product 

Use the device and 

record observations 

about performance 

in terms of function 

and durability 

 

Documentation 

What did you decide were the design goals? 

What did you decide were the limits? 

What is the Design (functionality, form, and 

materials)? 

What would you change to make it better? 

What would you upgrade or change and why? 

  

 Adapted from : 

https://insights.globalspec.com/ar

ticle/7367/how-does-reverse-

engineering-work 

 


